VOL. 15 NO. 1 January 2014 Journal of Infection Prevention 5 wo very different papers in this issue of the Journal of Infection Prevention (JIP) reinforce the value of the Infection Prevention Society (IPS) as a support to infection prevention practitioners and colleagues. The IPS vision is that no person is harmed by a preventable infection and the mission of IPS includes these aims;
"to influence and promote the evidence base for infection prevention practice that is adopted universally" and "to be the organisation of choice for all those involved in infection prevention practice to sustain improvements in practice".
Both of these aims, and the objectives that underpin them around competency, research and development, infection prevention resources, education and professional development, are reflected in the articles and reports by Emma Burnett and colleagues, and Jon Otter in this issue of JIP.
The publication of the evaluation of the outcome competency framework for practitioners in infection prevention and control, using the 'logic model', demonstrates the IPS's ongoing commitment to supporting its members and the wider infection prevention and control community in their professional development. This work was funded by the IPS and is the latest episode in the development, promulgation, expansion and evaluation of competences for infection prevention and control practitioners and others working closely with them. This evaluation demonstrates that those involved in the development of competences under the auspices of IPS are not 'resting on their laurels'. The finding that 43% of respondents are using the competences is encouraging -that 57% aren't is an indication that more needs to be done; IPS has already begun to act to improve the usability of the competences as I'll describe. IPS and its predecessor organisation, the Infection Control Nurses Association (ICNA) have long recognised the need for competences for infection prevention practitioners and have been at the forefront of their development and publication. The first ICNA competences were produced and published in 2000 and updated in 2004. The rapidly changing healthcare environment and the evolving nature of infection prevention and control practice and practitioners led to a completely new set of 'Outcome Competences for Practitioners in Infection Prevention and Control' being developed and published by the Education and Professional Development Committee (EPDC) of IPS in 2011 (Burnett, 2011a) . These comprehensive competences were published in JIP and remain by far the most heavily downloaded article from the journal's website (approximately 13,000 downloads to date). The production of this work was a major undertaking, as described by Emma Burnett (Burnett, 2011b) , but was by no means the end of the story. The EPDC have continued to support the use, implementation and expansion of these competences. In May 2013 the EPDC published in JIP a set of self-assessment tools to assist practitioners and their managers to use the competency framework as part of the practitioner's professional development process (Bennallick et al, 2013) . These tools provide infection prevention practitioners with a structured method of self assessment against each element of the competences, allowing for the identification of both achievement, and of learning and development needs. Each element can be assessed as the practitioner having awareness, performing with assistance, under supervision and independently, i.e. competent. This can then inform a set of learning and development objectives developed and agreed with the practitioner's line manager. This development is key to that question of usability of the competences and has been taken one step further with the launch, on the first day of Infection Prevention 2013, of the new improved IPS website www.ips.uk.net -as well as a link to the original competences on the JIP website, there is also a full set of self-assessment tools in user friendly editable Word documents, with or without the full text of the competences included and a worked example to get you started! (see the website under 'Professional Practice') A further extension of the competences was published in the July 2013 issue of JIP by McNeish et al (2013) representing IPS's Surveillance and Audit Special Interest Group. Recognising the extended skills and competences in specific domains of infection prevention practice that are needed by audit and surveillance practitioners, this group developed specific competences in this area. These competences specifically include the areas of collecting, analysing and communicating data for the purposes of infection prevention.
Finally, in the most recent issue of JIP in November 2013 Freeman and Grey (2013 [in press at time of writing]) describe a 'career and development framework for infection prevention and control nurses' for Scotland, which is directly linked to the IPS competency framework.
It is worth noting at this point that, as IPS President Julie Storr and Coordinator of the Conference Scientific Programme Committee Pat Cattini point out in the editorial of the September 2013 JIP, to coincide with Infection Prevention 2013:
"All conference sessions are also mapped against the IPS competences to help delegates target their learning to best match their professional development needs" (Storr and Cattini, 2013) Competences, conferences and contributionsmaking the vision a reality 6 Journal of Infection Prevention January 2014 VOL. 15 NO. 1 … which is a neat segue into Jon Otter's review of Infection Prevention 2013 -also in this issue of JIP. Jon seems to achieve the impossible by capturing the scope and diversity of content that was included in this very successful conference in London's Excel Centre (and that's without mentioning the excellent social programme). Certainly those who were present won't forget the inspirational and informative content, the expert and entertaining speakers and the plethora of ideas for changing practice when they return to their own organisations. Everyone will have their own especially memorable sessions but Jon's review reminds us of the extraordinary breadth of the event. These conferences, run annually by the Infection Prevention Society, are at the core of what IPS does and of its mission; informing all those involved in infection prevention and control about the latest evidence, the brightest innovations, the emerging challenges and not forgetting the newest products and services from our commercial colleagues; promoting infection prevention practitioners as leaders in their field and sustaining evidence-based developments in practice.
If you weren't able to attend Infection Prevention 2013 I hope Jon's review whets your appetite for attending Infection Prevention 2014 in glorious Glasgow and I hope to see you there! Finally, each of these IPS achievements and many more that support infection prevention practitioners, further the art and science of infection prevention and control and help ensure that the IPS's vision of no person being harmed by a preventable infection, is achieved by volunteers. Each of these volunteers, whether as part of EPDC or the Scientific Programme Committee or working in a special interest group or an IPS branch gets a great deal of personal professional development through this activity. So next time you are considering volunteering, don't hesitate, get involved, you won't regret it.
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